
         

President’s Column 

Hello Newcomers! 

Despite being a newcomer, I am embracing being a North Carolinian.  As such, I feel it is my duty to share 

the culture and marvels of the state.  Since arriving, friends and family have visited EVERY month.  Some 

to check in, some that were passing through and some to see the area.  So far, time restraints have 

limited me to mostly a small area around Catawba County, but I have a great deal more exploring to do in 

order to be the best tour guide.  I have taken advantage of many of Bob Jones’ “Items of Interest” 

(thanks Bob for the heads up on the Waldensian Festival).  The latest visitor came with a list of things to 

check out.  On that list were things like tasting Cheerwine and Sundrop, eating at Bojangles, going to 

Blowing Rock, seeing mountains, eating boiled peanuts, and seeing lightning bugs and cicadas.  There are a 

lot of new things to enjoy here (even the little things) and it is great to belong to the Newcomers group in 

order to share and find these experiences.  You can see from our monthly newsletter the variety of our 

activities and involvement in the community. Brenda Ireland deserves a great big ‘Thanks ‘for providing an 

outstanding newsletter every month.  As many of you know, she even produces the newsletter when she is 

on the road! That in itself is pretty incredible since traveling provides multiple challenges (especially this 

year) that she wouldn’t normally encounter at home.  Great job Brenda in providing a newsletter that 

keeps us informed of the Newcomers activities.  

        

Enjoy September!       

                                             

Delilah Bragg 

President 

Newcomers of Catawba Valley   
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Special Events 

Oh, go take a hike! – No, really! 
What:   A Hike in the Woods 

When:   Monday, October 7, 2019       

Rain date: Monday, October 21, 2019 

Where:   Riverbend Park 

https://www.catawbacountync.gov/county-services/parks/general-information/locations-and-directions/ 

Time:   Meet at 9:45 AM, Hike 10:00 AM - Noon 

Details:   Riverbend Park has many paths and Harlan and Amy Chizen would like to take you on a hike 

there. The trails are through the woods, with some hills, some flat areas, some wetter areas, and some 

grassy areas. Obviously, the trail conditions will be dependent on recent weather conditions. Since we have 

walked these paths and feel that there are 3 distinct levels of walking trails, we ask that you sign up for a 

walk that would best fit your interests. There are no paved paths. We will split up into groups with a 

leader for each group and head out. There are bathrooms at the parking area only. There are benches 

along the paths for resting. 

What to bring:   Water, walking stick if you use one and a hat to ward off insects. Wear good walking 

shoes! Keep in mind you carry what you bring with you. 

Lunch:   You can bring a lunch and sit at the picnic tables by the entrance, or go to the tables at the 

water’s edge. If you prefer, The Crossroads Grill is nearby on Route 16. 

Dogs on leashes are welcome.  

     

RSVP:   Email chizenamy@gmail.com or call 860-428-6786. Please include your name and contact 

information. Also include if you would prefer the easiest hike: mostly wide and level dirt paths; mid-level 

hike: more hilly and wet spots; or harder level hike: narrow paths, rocks and exposed roots, and hilly. 
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Friday, December 6, 2019 for the 

Newcomers Holiday Party 

Details to come later. 

https://www.catawbacountync.gov/county-services/parks/general-information/locations-and-directions/
mailto:chizenamy@gmail.com
https://www.flickr.com/photos/bearcreekstudio/7995578267/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
http://outdoors.stackexchange.com/questions/10913/any-reason-to-carry-a-mug-outside-of-the-backpack/10919
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


September Program and General Meeting 

Learn how to avoid the tricks and fraudulent practices of con artists at Newcomers monthly meeting at 

10:30 a.m. Sept. 11 at the Hickory Regional Airport. 

Sgt. Eric Page of the Catawba County Sheriff's Office will talk about scammers who use the internet and 

phone to find victims.   Don't be one! 
 

Monthly Events 
 

BOOK CLUB 
Book Club is currently reading Spark of Life  Jodi Picoult. In the novel, a warm fall day starts like any 

other at the Center—a women’s reproductive health services clinic—its staff offering care to anyone who 

passes through its doors. Then, in late morning, a desperate and distraught gunman bursts in and opens 

fire, taking all inside hostage. After rushing to the scene, Hugh McElroy, a police hostage negotiator, sets 

up a perimeter and begins making a plan to communicate with the gunman. As his phone vibrates with 

incoming text messages he glances at it and, to his horror, finds out that his fifteen-year-old daughter, 

Wren, is inside the clinic. 

Book Club meets every other month on the 4th Wednesday of the month (our next meeting is Sept 25), at 

Women's Resource Center at 1:30 p.m. Amy Chizen will facilitate our discussion. The Coordinator is Mary 

Bucy at mebucy@hotmail.com 
 

BOWLING 

The days are getting shorter, the children have returned to school, and the temperature is getting a little 

cooler... that can mean only one thing...    It’s time for Newcomers Bowling! 

 As we have for the last few years, we will bowl at Pin Station on Business 321 (aka Northwest Blvd.) in 

Newton.  We will bowl on alternate Thursdays beginning October 10th.  There will be 10 minutes of 

practice beginning at 6:20 pm with the games beginning at 6:30 pm. 

We are not a sanctioned league; there are no teams.  We bowl for fun, socialization, and to get a little 

exercise.   Maybe you haven’t bowled in 20, 30 or more years; don’t be shy.  We have bowlers of all 

abilities and levels of experience. 

The cost is $8.00 per person for 3 games.   

If you don’t have bowling shoes, they can be rented for $1.50.     

Our “season” will run for 15 sessions beginning on October 10th and ending on April 23rd: 

Bowling 2019-2020  
Alternate Thursdays  
October 10th, 24th 

November 7th, 21st 

December 5th, 19th 

January 2nd, 16th, 30th 

February 13th, 27th 

March 12th, 26th 

April 9th, 23rd 
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BRIDGE 
September   October  
Monday Sept. 2nd Holiday  Wednesday Oct. 2nd Carol Parker 

Wednesday Sept. 4th Phyllis Kane  Monday Oct. 7th Margie Dickey 

Monday Sept. 9th Helen Woodyard  Monday Oct.14th Helen Woodyard 

Monday Sept. 16th Carolyn Eanes  Wed Oct. 16th Susan Perkins 

Wednesday Sept. 18th Kathy Rozea  Monday Oct. 21st Laurie Johnsen  

     

COFFEE & CONVERSATION 

An informal gathering over a cup of coffee, tea, etc., and a pastry or meal. We are introducing Newcomers 

to the different coffee and tea places in the area. Usually the last Friday of each month.  

For September we'll go to Whisk and Barrel in Newton. This place was recommended to me by a 

newcomer. Looks like a good place for lunch and coffee with dessert. We'll meet on Friday the 27th at 1 

pm. It's located at 31 N. College Ave. Let Sheri Binning know if you can come or just show up, 

ronald.binning@gmail.com 
 

DOMINOES 
WHEN:  Tuesday September 3rd 

WHERE: Hickory Airport 

TIME: 6 PM (Plan to arrive by 5:45) 

     We will be playing Chicken Foot!!  The cost is $8.00 per person, plus $1.00 for the 

“kitty” (Optional).   A thru I ** will be asked to provide desserts. The dinner menu will be: Cranberry 

Orange Chicken, roasted potatoes, tossed salad, rolls & butter. Tea, coffee, and ice water will be 

provided.   Please email Bob Jones at itsmerb@charter.net  OR call 828-228-0506.  Once you make your 

reservation, you will be obligated to pay the caterer for your meal—whether you attend or not, unless you 

cancel before the deadline of Sunday September 1st at 6:00 PM. 

Bob Jones     Ed & Cheri Stewart 

GAMES DAYS 
Canasta & Games Day on Thursday, September 5th at 11:30 a.m. at the Hickory Regional 

Airport.  Join us for lunch and the game of your choice (canasta, mah jongg, Rummikub, dominoes, 

etc.).  For lunch, back by popular demand, Crosswind Café will serve Cajun Chicken Pasta wit bread sticks & 

salad.  The usual beverages (coffee, tea, water) will be available.  

The cost for lunch and games is $8; games only is $3.  Some of the games will have a pot.  

Please R.S.V.P. to me at royce4084@gmail.com  no later than 6 p.m. Monday, September 2nd.  Let me know 

whether or not you want lunch and your first and second choice games.  If you cancel after this time, you 

must still pay for the $8 lunch.  Thank you.  

Let's play!    Royce Dunn   royce4084@gmail.com    704-325-3598 
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Samba Day  

When : Thu, September 19, 11:30am – 3:30pm    

Where :  Hickory Regional Airport, 3101 9th Avenue Dr NW, Hickory, NC 28601 (map) 

Samba Day is the Third Thursday of each month. Lunch and Samba begins at 11:30 a.m. CANASTA IS 

NOT OFFERED. Lunch, dessert, beverages and an afternoon of fun-filled Samba is $10. If you don't want 

to have lunch, you can play cards and enjoy dessert and beverages for only $5. Don’t know how to play? 

There is always a learning table offered for those who want to learn or simply brush up on their skills. All 

Newcomer members, men and women, are welcome. We like to start playing the game right at noon, so 

please be considerate of others and get to the airport on time. If an emergency arises, please call Chris 

Beckom on her cell A.S.A.P. at 1-254-285-1611.  

To join in the fun, contact Chris at beckomgc@outlook.com 

GAMES NIGHTS 

Samba and Games Night 

Wed, September 11, 6pm – 9pm  @ Hickory Regional Airport 

Samba and Games Night is generally held on the second Wednesday of each month at the Hickory Regional 

Airport. All games are welcome. We will play your choice of games - Samba, Dominoes, Rummikub, 

Cribbage, Mah Jongg, Euchre, Bridge or your choice. CANASTA IS NOT OFFERED. Cards and dominoes 

will be provided. Please bring any other game you want to play. We are looking forward to another fun-

filled evening this month. Cost: $8, includes a catered dinner SERVED PROMPTLY AT 6:00 P.M! Players 

will bring desserts. We must pay the caterer for each meal ordered, so if you make reservations and do 

not cancel before the deadline of 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, you still must pay the $8 charge! Please bring exact 

change. Reserve your spot with Martha Conrad at marthaconrad@charter.net. 

 

Canasta and Games Night will be held on Wednesday, September 25th at 6:00 p.m. at the Hickory 

Regional Airport. We are looking forward to seeing everyone this month, so come eat dinner and play the 

game of your choice.  We offer Rummikub, Bridge, Canasta, Mah jongg, Dominoes, or any game you 

choose!  SAMBA IS NOT OFFERED AT CANASTA AND GAMES NIGHT.  Cards, Rummikub and Dominoes 

will be provided.  Please bring any other game you want to play.  I will confirm your request to play as we 

fill up tables of four.  We are looking forward to another fun-filled evening this month.  Get your group 

together or just come on out and try a new game.  Please note on your R.S.V.P. the game you wish to 

play.  Play includes a catered dinner SERVED PROMPTLY AT 6 p.m., cost is $8.  Players E-K will bring 

desserts.  We must pay the caterer for each meal ordered, so if you make reservations and do not cancel 

before the deadline of 10:00 a.m. the Tuesday before play, you still must pay the $8 charge!  Please bring 

exact change.  Reserve your spot with Zig Kryszczuk at zkryszczuk@yahoo.com. 
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LUNCH OUT 

When:  Thu, September 12, 11:30am – 1:30pm 

Where:   Root & Vine, 139 W Union St, Morganton, NC 28655  

This month we are going on a “road trip” to Morganton where we will be dining at a great local restaurant, 

“Root and Vine,” at 11:30 a.m. on September 12. If you are not familiar with this restaurant, it is located 

at 139 West Union Street. You can review the excellent and varied menu and find the directions by going 

to their website http://rootandvinerestaurant.com 

Weather permitting; we will dine under large shade trees in their comfortable outdoor patio area. If you 

attended the last Lunch Out here, the weather was great, and everyone had good time. However, should 

the weather be uncooperative, our fall back is to dine inside in one of their other dining areas. Please send 

your R.S.V.P. to bethanycw@charter.net by noon on September 9, 2019 so that I can remind the 

restaurant that we are coming. 

MAH JONGG 

Club members play at 1:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 10:00 am on Fridays at Pinecrest Retirement Center,  

915 29th Ave. NE, Hickory. We play the American version, it's more challenging than canasta and less 

mentally taxing than bridge. Contact me and we will arrange a time for you to take lessons or just watch 

several of us play. Lots of fun! Dianne Straley, dfwhit@gmail.com 

 

RUMMIKUB 

When : Tue, September 17, 6:00pm – 9:30pm          Location TBA 

Rummikub is a fast moving rummy tile game for everyone ~ male and female, beginner or experienced 

player, young and old. Players make sets of tiles with the same numbers in different colors or build runs of 

tiles in the same color. The game is a combination of luck and strategy, but it is very easy to learn. Please 

contact Michele LeGrand if you have questions, exermom@gmail.com. Will usually meet at member's 

homes. The hostess will provide a dessert and drinks. Everyone is welcome. Please R.S.V.P. to the hostess 

by 10 p.m. the night before the game so that they are sure to have enough tables, etc. 
 

SHOOTING 

Location: Springs Road Gun Club, 3462 Springs Rd NE, Hickory, NC 28601, USA (map) 

In September, Newcomers will have shooting on Tuesday, Sept. 10th at 6:30 pm and on Thursday, Sept. 

26th at 12 noon.  We shoot at the Springs Road Gun Club on Springs Road in Hickory. Their website is 

www.springsroadgunclub.com . They offer gun rentals and a wide variety of training classes. If you are a 

shooter or are interested in learning to shoot, we would love to have you join us. And, in keeping with 

Newcomers tradition, we generally go for a bite to eat after we shoot. For more information, contact 

Vince LeGrand at legravin@gmail.com  
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TEAM CUISINE  

Team Cuisine seems to be the kind of supper club that suits NCV members.  Each meal is a one-time event, 

just like the rest of the NCV activities, so anyone is welcome to participate. In 2019, we have held four 

dinners with a per person cost of roughly $25 for cocktail, wine and a scrumptious four course meal.  

  For 2020, we have menu planners eager to craft a dining experience for the months of February, April, 

June, August, and October.  

  For 2019, we have one more Team Cuisine dinner, An Autumnal Feast, planned by Betty Stone for 

October 12th at 5pm. We will announce the menu soon and accept reservations shortly after that. We 

aim for tables of eight.  Administrators Chris Almeida and Jon Kiser collect the reservations, ask for 

hosts, and then make random assignments to host homes large and small.  No one has any expectations 

beyond friendly enjoyment of a planned meal. The same food can be served whatever way the host comes 

up with—from picnic table to buffet with lap trays to placemats in the kitchen to white tablecloth in the 

dining room. We thrive on the freedom of experimentation!   
 

Members Helping Members 

The focus of this support group within Newcomers is to coordinate assistance for members and their 

immediate families who might need help due to illness, surgery, hospitalization, death, etc.   Types of 

assistance could include hospital and home visits; help with errands and grocery shopping; transportation 

for shopping and doctor visits; providing books and/or reading to someone; preparing meals; sending cards, 

etc.  The committee currently includes Betty Schwartz.  For more information, contact Betty at 

bettysch69@gmail.com 

Quarterly Charities 
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Birthdays 

Birthdays in 
September   

Birthdays in 
October  

Rose McLaughlin 9/5  Lonny McSherley 10/2 

Cherie Stewart 9/6  William Boyd 10/3 

Lisa Travis 9/7  Zig Kryszczuk 10/3 

Beth Osbahr 9/8  Edward Sawicki 10/3 

Bob Dennis 9/7  Mike Sigmon 10/5 

Priscilla Carney 9/11  Susan McGowen 10/8 

Elizabeth Strickland 9/13  L. Conway 10/9 

Adra Kryszczuk 9/14  Karen Peppers 10/9 

Therese Winslow 9/14  Kathy Bethany 10/11 

Debbie Wrigley 9/15  Linda Monroe 10/13 

Paige Straley 9/16  Rege Duralia 10/14 

Lori Allen 9/17  Cathi Montgomery 10/16 

Jane Duralia 9/17  Tom Hilliker 10/20 

Nancy W. Prushinski 9/17  Larry Goonan 10/21 

Richard Wagman 9/17  Shari Kidd 10/21 

Dell Liggett 9/18  Linda Dunn 10/23 

Carole Reising 9/19  Scott Ireland 10/23 

Walter Murawski 9/20  Bob Stone 10/23 

Victoria Staton 9/22  Bob Mersinger 10/24 

John Schafer 9/23  Connie Yokum 10/27 

John Bates 9/24  Christine Almeida 10/28 

Haydee Pujdak 9/25  Shirley Moore 10/28 

Mary Bucy 9/26  Cindi Williamson 10/30 

Lynne Montgomery 9/26  Louise Mason 10/31 

Francine Gissy 9/28    

Ron Glover 9/29    

 

                                                           

 

Sponsor Highlight……..Linda Meares/Caldwell Banker 

Linda Mears joined Newcomers earlier this year and says she has been a Hickory resident for over 30 

years.  She and her husband have raised English Pointers and showed Hackney ponies, and she has been in 

Real Estate for 11 years. Some of her accomplishments are being a Diamond Award Winner for 7 of the 

last 8 yrs.  A Diamond Award is given to the top 10% of all agents in Coldwell Banker based on office size. 

Linda treasures her clients and tries to maintain a relationship with them over the years. She is always 

easy to reach, call, text or email: Mobile: 828-612-7386   Location: 127 1st Ave NE, Hickory, 28601 

lindameares@CBBH.com   New nest, Empty nest…give her a call, she can help!! 

mailto:lindameares@CBBH.com


NEWCOMERS OF CATAWBA VALLEY----SPONSORS 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

                          

 

 

 

 



FUN PAGE 

                     

     

 



Officers, Directors, Activity Chairs and Committees 

 

……last but not least…………….. There is no angry way to say bubbles…..  

 

 


